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Mavpamn, 


J* Is' n0t out of any opmion of its 
l worth , that this Paper us ad- 
dreſs d unto your Ladiſhip : 'T was 

greatly urg'd by your Friends in the Coun- 
trey, to tranſmit a Copy of what was ſpoken 
at the Interment of your dear Lord ; and 1 
conſeder d that you _— the perſon moſt 


COR- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


*.. 


well aware how indiſcreet it is, to expoſe 
that to the eye; which twajlintended but for 
the ear, My onely defere is that your Lady- 
ſbip would accept of it as" a teftimony 
of that Ambition, which T really have of 
being owwd in the relation of 


| Madam, 


Your Ladyſhips moſt humble 
and devoted Servant, 


Gzo: Rusr. 
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$ COT LITATITE 
PEPPE: I ECTIETG 

1 i bas C2 Tim F; r0xj 169 
W ho bath abolifiet death , and. brought 
"life and immortality fo light — tbe 
ofpel.” De 


"_ Hat there is a future ſtate, 1s one of 
_- the great Fonndations of all Religt- 
ON, FS2E | 


Ede, bibe, __ poft mortem v nulla —_ 


Lets eat and trink, A is, Jed us nr the 
oratification of our ſenſual luſts and paſfions, 
were a reaſonable exhortation, if. that. were 
troe which follows:in rhe. ſenſe of the Atheiſt 
and Epicurean,” For to marrow we ſball dye « Lec 
us fill'our ſelves with coftly Wine and Oint- 
ments, andlet-no flower of the Spring paſs by 
ns: Let us 'crown our: ſelves with Raſe:-buds 
afore ' they 'be withertd:: Levi nope of ;1s-g9 
without! the part of hip-voluptuoulneſs 3 Lee 


us 


(6) 
| us leave tokens of our joyfulnels in every place, 
for this is our portion, and our lot is this. Theſe 
voluptuous Epicures ſpake very wiſely and con- 
ſiſtently, if their former diſcourſe be true ; 
that our life is ſhort and' tedious, and in the 
death of a man there is no remedy, for weare 
born at all adventure, and we ſhall be hereafter 
as we had never beens for the breath of our 
- noſtrils is as ſmoak, and a little ſpark in the 
moving of our hearts, which being extinguiſh- 
ed, our bodies ſhall return.into aſhes, and our 
ſpirits ſhall vaniſh as the foft air, and our life ſhall 
paſs away as the trace of a cloud, and ſhall be 
diſpers'd as a miſt that is driven away with the 
beams of the Sun, and overcome with the heat 
thereof; for our time is a very ſhadow that paſſeth 
away, and after our end there is no returning : 
Suck inferences as you heard, do naturally re- 
ſult from ſuch principles and diſcourſcs as theſe 3 
for if there be no life; beyond this, there is no- 
thing it the world can Jay a ſufficient reftrajnt 
upon'the unbridled and diſorderly tuſts of man ; 
IH we muſt dye like: beafts, what ſhall hinder, 
bat'thatwe live ther liyes too,z for, that which 
now pives Sanction into Laws, andjisa,curb.and 
bridle untoche wickedaely of men, it is not ;{o 
much 


(7) 
much the fear of a natural death, as ſome ſaſpi- 
tious thoughts andladprefages what may afcer- 
wards enſte. ' For if there were amend: of us 
when we are tumbled/inte the grave; this. lite is 
ſo inconfiderable a thing;;:ſo: meer a: trifle, \ that 
the fear of loſing it would not be matter -ofawe 
or terror to one that hath any: thing in him of 
the ſpirit of a man: For who would be afraid 
todye, if it were nothing elſe but to fall into 
an eternal ſleep, and to {lide back into-the bo-. 
ſom of that firſt nothingneſs out;of which he 
ſprang ? eſpecially, ſeeing he ſhalf then be freed 
om the fears and miſertes of a ſhort and mo- 
mentary life, 'which wiſe.men tell us, has more 
of evil than good in it; Who: would not be 
at happy as this life can make him, if he had no 
hopes or expedQation of a better ?. And whom 
would death be dreadful unto, i it were no- 
ching elſe but the deſcending into. a ſtate of 
eaſe and quietneſs, where the wicked ceale 
from troubling, and the wearted are at reſt, 
where the Prifoners reft together, and hear not 
the voice of the Oppreflor, where are both {mall 
and preat, and where the ſervant is free from 
his maſter ? as Fob ſpeaks, if one thing ey or 
man and beaſt, and as the one dyeth, fo dyeth 
the 

<0 


CI 


the other, and they have; all one breath ; and + | 


matt hath-no oranges above the beaſt; out 
all go'to' one place, ani are of the duſt;;,and 
curn to duſt-again; then there:can be nothing 
better, than that: a man; ſhould: rezoyce-1n; his 
own works, and; hve in»mirth and{jollicy;: and 
pleafantneſs, and! croud xs much bappinels -as 
may be, into the ſhort ſpace of this preſentlite 3 
and therefore they that have made it their uſes 
»neſs and defign-to gratife the-luſts of the>fleſh, 
have very wiſely, firſt attempted to: bartiſhaut 
of their mindes all ſenſe and opimon of a fature 
Nate, and when that tsefieRed, they then plea{e 
. themſelves that: they :aremot haunted: withthole 
fears, andfuſpitions, and qualmes; and jeafoulſes, 
that ſpoil the joys, and diſturb the mindes.hnd 
conſciences of ſuperſtitious finners : - Streh things 
do they imagine, and ate deceived, fot.'their 
own wickedneſs hath blinded 'them!; -ab-fex the 
myſteries of God, they know; them not , -nor 
hope for the wages of riphbeauſneſs, -nor difgern 
a reward for blameleſs fouls: For:God- created 
man to be immortal und: made him-to-he-,dn 
image of: his own eternity 3" and ſthough, weical! 
this body a piece of our telves, and when it 
alles any thing, ſay that weiare weak); and fick, 


and 
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and dye * ; yet in truth, the Soul'bF every tnal; 
that is the man, and we geed' not fear vanifhitg 
into aire, or ſhrinking into nothing, when we 
ſhall be unclothied of this carthly bernacle ; ; 
for we ſhall then - be tranſlated inty a new, 
quicker, and more'laſting life, either of bliſs Ds 
miſery, according to the differetice of our [e. 
veral lives. And for this, we have beſt des the 
evictions of Reaſon, the infallible We oh of. 
Scriptures; 'for Obrift hath aboliſhed death, and 
brought life and immortality fo Light through” We 


Goſpel. * 

- . The ng on our FR 3 and 'the' cer 
tainty of a 'fiiture fate; ſhall be the hencte 
of our diſcourſe” upoh theſe words. © For the 
evidence of this truth, That there is av immor-, 
ral Spirit withiti us, that ſhall ſurvive the peril 
of death and ſhipwrack' of, the body , I could' 
produce- undeniable demonſtrations; I'could' 
tell you, that all ſimpſe and indiviſible ſubſtances 
are immortal, that the Soul is/a ſubſtance di-, 
ſtin& from- matter , that matter-is-not capable 
ſo much as of ſenſe, much els of Marhematigal 
notions and relations and abſtracted Eifences, 
or of the principles of natural inſtin&, and the 


eternal and immutable Ideas of things, leaſt of 
B. all, 


Sz 
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all, of ſpontaneous motion , or that «ww & 
«wn that ſelf-moying,. and felf-exciting power 
that every man does experience in himſelf; But 
theſe are Arguments roo ſubcle,and abſtrule, and 
Metaphylſigal for a--Diſcouzle of this nature. I 
ſhall. picch upon ſuch as are of a Moral conſide- 
ration, and ſo more popular, and better ſuited 
to cyery capacity, which yet are not without 
their ſtrength. - 

' 1,Firſt, Truth and goodneſs, which are Pabulum 
anime.,the food and nouriſhment of the ſoul,are of 
a ſpiritua] and immaterial and immortal nature, 
and therefore the foul it ſelf muſt needs be ſo 
too, ex.uſdem nutrimur, ex quibus conftamus, (uch 
things as we are nouriſht by, ſuch do we conſiſt 
of : That which deſtroys theſe bodies of ours, 'tis 
becaule they conſiſt andare nouriſht by things of 
contrary principles and qualities, that fight and 
encounter one: another ; our very natures are 
ſown with the. ſeeds of diſſention & oppoſition : 
Haat and moiſture, theſe are the principles of 
life, and theſe prey one upon another, and ifone 
_ or tother prevai], we are drown'd in a Dropfie, 
or burnt up ina Feaver. Befides, we many times 
take in that for-nouriſhment which is hurtful and 
noxigus, and. that meets with a party within us, 

= | {ome 
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ſome evil hitmoury, thiat Tie dbtimant nom bo 
dies, that are kept under by the:-ſtrerigth-ofing- 
cure, and theſe joyn together,anid get a head,atd 
grow too potent for nature to grapple/with,/atid 
we are forcd to'breathe out our loulsin the cots 
teſt, or our capillary veins and arteribs, and choſe 
many little Meanders in our bodies, | through 
which our nouriſhment is to paſs, theſe are; ob- 
ſtruted'by ſome groſs humours ; and heneo/ah | 
Stone, andPlartfies, and'Itiflamihations, and Fea- 
vers, and Agues, and a'thouſand diſcaſesand$ di 
ſtempers, that briiis-this body of oursto'worms 
and rottenneſs. But that which feeds aid now. 
riſhes the ſon], it is Tteth and Goodneſs; theſe 
are the things that put'it ito a good healthflil 
plight, that gives it ſtrength, and aGivity / ard 
enlargement ; where theſeare not; they are lean, 
ſtary'd and ſhrivel'd ſouls; a confanpeioh and 
dearth is uponall their faculties; fofiit is'trothing 
but air and emptmeſs that they live upon, cons 
templation of God and nature, and a participa- 
tion of the Divine Image' and likeneſs; they! are 
the food and repaſt of allintelleQualibeing# But 
theſe are ſuch things as d6/not"'deſtr6y 6r-ofipole 
one another: All Frith-and Goodnels is Fi6mos 
geneal, and Harmonical, and does always agree 
FI, B 2 with 
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with it. ſelf ; ada; participation of theſe, | 


puts-the-foul into a; tapacity: gf receiving more. 
Wherefore ſecing that the food and nouriſhment 


ofthe foul is of-an immortal, nature, its reaſon- 
able t6-infe;; Thatthe.loul.u lelf is mmortal like- 
wiſh, and ſhall ſubfilt beyond the.ruines of this 
earchly. Tabetnacle. 
. - 624:$econdly, We'ſee the. more the foul is re- 
deqsid-from warers the. better and more freely 
3t 6th aR- : And:this.Appears by leveral inſtances; : 
there: cis nothing that' hinders the operation of 
the. ſoub1o-much.as, jntemperance, Drunkennels, 
Glattanyz!8c; which i 1s a fign that the ſoul is 
$6 6x: pure)and . ſpiritnal nature, and that 
this: graſi body. is,am affence-and burthen-unto 
it: The Platoniſts tell us.of ſome ſouls that have 
mWoiileed theirwings, and: they, grovel in the mire 
bnd dyt of, this outward wofld.;.but others; they 
are -brayely;plum'd; and foar aloft in the Regions 
of. peace and bliſs ;.'If the: ſoul were of carthy” 
and corporeal original, then.the more ſhegave up 
her {elfiyunto-tbgillife. of the body, the: ſtronger 
and more, gigorous;: -and free; and. aQive, would 
ſhe-; bs, as/alk) things. are, , . the: NEArer they ap- 
proagh their centers; But alas! "It is quite other- 
wile,with.us, the, more , weſink down, into ſen- 


113147 tual 
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ſual and bodily pleaſures and enjoyments, the 
weaker, and feebler,*and more impotent do we 
grow, and we cannot ule our reaſons and under- « 
ſtandings to any noble purpoſes, but they are 
clouded and darkned;and our will, that hath loſt 
that power,and dominion,and {overaignty which- 
It ought to exerciſe over our animal and bratiſh 
pafſions.But now they that abſtra& and withdraw 
their mindes from commerce with theſe outward 
and lower things; that' manfully ſtrive to get 
victory over their carnal luſts and paſſions, and 
ſtoutly endeavour to dye unto this world,and all 
its empty and deluding vanities; and are fre= * 
quent in ſecret retirements into their own ſouls, 
and converſe with God by holy meditations,and* 
emigrations of their ſpirits in hearty prayers and 
- earneſt breathings after him; thele Heaven- 
aſpiring ſouls, that are thus, enkindled with Ce- 
leſtial fire, and aſcend upwards in clouds of in- 
cenſe,they feel themlelvespolleſt with a tranſcen- 
dent delight and pleaſure, and they have the 
freeſt uſe of their reaſons, and the cleareſt ſight, 
and diſcovery of things, and heavenly wiſdom 
and love do vouchſafe their abodes with them. h 
Again, welee the nobleſt ations of our minds 
ate fartheſt remov'd from all commerce with 
© matter, divinecontemplations; and heavenly -_ 
TIP -.talles, 
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taſics, and the neareſt touches and embraces of ' 


the Deity ; they have no dependance upon 
this earthly body : Whether in the body, or ont of 
the body, I cannot tell, ſays S. Paul, concerning his 
rapture into the third Heaven. No man can ſec 
God and live : it 13 truein a myſtical ſenſe ;; for 
this ſight would melt that glew that keeps body 
and jpirit together, it would awaken another 
congruity of life, and loolen the tye and ſympa- 
_thy that holds them in ſo clole a union. This 
kils of heaven would ſuck our ſouls out of our 
bodies, as the Jews fanſfie, God exhal'd the foul 
of Moſes ; beſides, it often falls out, that perſons 
give the moſt folemn and divine monitions, and 
counſels, and oftentimes allo prophecy concern- 
ing things to come, when they are near their end, 
as we ſee in Iſaac, Farob, Foſeph and the Saints 
of old, and is in ordinary experience with good 
and holy men; they ſing ſweeteſt (as'tis ſtoried 
of the Swan) when they are breathing out their 
laſt, which ſhews the ſouls independency upon 
this body, in that when the body is molt crafie 
and ready to moulder into. duſt, the foul ts then 
moſt hyely and aGQive, and awakened into its 

nobleſt operations. | 
3. The third argument is, the conſent of all 
men of all Countreysand Nations,unleſs we may 
except 


_ 
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except ſome particular perſons here and there, 
that have offered force and violence to their fa» 
culties, which have not been ſo much of the com- 
mon and [diotigal part of mankind, as ſome un-- 
skilful and immoral Philofophers, that have had 
wit enough to raile doubts, and {cruples, like ſo- 
many evil ſpirits, but have wanted cither wit or 
will to ſend them down again. But the Religions 
and cuſtoms of all people tn the world, Civil or 
Barbarous, bear teſtimony unto this truth, That 
there, is an immortal ſpirit within us, that will 
live, and be happy or miſerable, after the diſſolu- 
tion of this earthly” fabrick : Nor can it be ob- 
ze&ed, that this is an opinion that hath been ſer 
on foot by Politicians, to keep people in awe, as 
knowing that a conſcience and fear of offending 
is the beſt ſecurity of all Laws and Governments; 
for nature will in time caſt off fuch things as are 
befides, and contrary unto it 3 and it were impoſ- 
fible, that this opinion of the fouls immortality, 
which lays ſuch a bridle and reſtraint upon the 
minds of men, ik it were a cheat of ſubtle States- 
men for the better affurance of rheir Laws, but 
that in time1t would be diſcovered, 8 the genera- 
tions of mankinde would affert themſelves into a 
ſtate of freedom, and caſt eff that yoke of fear 
which keeps'them m- ſuch ſlavery ind bondage 3 

| ; beſides, 
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beſides, the barbarous Nations of the World, 
which are of the ſame belief, that herd together 
like brute beaſt, they can't well be ſuſpected of 
any {uch policy. So that this being the common 
conſent of men, it mult be referr'd to ſome com- 
mon and univerſal cauſe, which can be no other, 
| but either an inſtin& of nature, or a moſt ancient 
tradition from the firſt Parents of mankinde, or 
the evidence of the thing it ſelf; any of which are 
aſufficienteſtabliſhment of an undoubted truth. 

4. Fourthly, That deſire, that is in all mens 
minds of an immortality, is an argument of an im- 
morta}, future ſtate; for that which isuniverſally 
umplanted 10 all mens minds,may juſtly challenge 
the Author of our beings for its original ; but cer- 
tainly God hath put no defires into the ſouls of 
men, which he does not intend to gratifie. But 
now the deſire of immortality isſo great,that men 
are greedy,it it be but of an immortal name, that 
they may lurvive, after the hazards of death, 
though it be but in the airy breath of popular ap. 
P:aule, 5 ug) patet tots Romana potentiaterrd 

Ore ferar,nomengz erit indelebile noſtrum. 
Itis a comfort to men to think that their names 
ſhall be immortal, though they.themſelves ſhould 
fleepunder the ſods of; the igrave ; {o eagerly do 
men graſp. the very ſhadow. of immortality. 
| Wherefore 
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. Wherefore certainly God, - who doth nothing in 
vain, and doth not create facnſties, without pro» 
viding correſpondent objeds, by putting fuch a 
defire into the mindes of men, hath miniſtred an 
argument unto them, that they fhall ſurvive be- 
yond the few hours of this momentary life, and 
hath not fo 1} conſulted for the ſoul of man, that 
hath ſo quick a ſenſe of the pleaſure of life, to 
—create it onely to fee the light of this outward 

' world, and among the reſt of the miferies that it 

meets with here, to delude it with the deſire of 0 
an impoſltbilicy. 2k AY 

_ 5, Fifthly,Every mans conſcience does witneſs I 

_ a fature ſtate. Conſcience, it is Gods Vicegerent 
in the ſoul of man; and what it ſpeaks, is to be 

look'd upon asthe voice of God. -Noy onr con- 
ſcience, as it does dire as in our duty, and tells 

us what ts to be done, and what is to be left une 
done 3 and as we follow, or tranſgrefs its diftates, 

does acquit or condemn us accordingly : ſo like- 

wiſe upon the abfolution of confeience,thereen- 
ſues an inward peact, ſatisfaction, delighr, com- = 
placency, and comfortable hopes and expeQati- 

ons : onthe contrary, upon conſcience condemn- 

ing of us, there ariſes inward prief, anguiſh, dif- 
quiet, and ſad and fearful prefages of future ven- 
geance, & all this without relation toany earthly 

| C | Judi- ' 
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;udicatory:now this being the voice ot conſcience, 
and the voice of Conſcience being (as I ſaid) the 
voice of God, God muſt needs be hereby inter- 
preted to have reveai'd his purpoſes in this parti» 
cular.Nor can it be objetedagainſt this diſcourſe, 
that ſome men fin witha high hand,and are never 
laſht by their own conſciences, nor ſtung with 
guilt, and the fear of after-puniſhiment ; for it is 
poſſible a man may drink out his eyes, and then 
{wear that the Sun does not fhine; a man may de- 
bauch his minde, and fin himſelf into a reprobate 
ſenſe, ſo as to have no diſcrimen honeſtoruw, &»+ 
turpinm, no diſcernment of good or evil; and it is 
very ſuitable unto divine wiſdom and righteoul- 
neſs, ſo tocontrive the nature of man, thata con- 
tinuancein obſtinate ſin and rebellion,may bring 
amanintoan inſenſible condition,and brawnineſs 
of conſ{cience,that the mouth of conſcience having 
been ſo often ſtopt,it may at laſt prove dumb.,and 
ſpeak no more, till it be awakened to accuſe the 
ſinner before the judgement ſeat of God.But this 
being a preternatural ſtate a man has forc'd him- 
{elt into,by offering violence to his own faculties, 
it cannot be urg'd to the prejudice of our argu- 
ment,but it ſti]l remainsan undoubted truth,that 
God hath impreſs'd upon every mans conſcience 
rhe ſenſe ofa future ſtate,and the rewardsand pu- 
niſhmenrs that accompany it. 6.Sixt- 
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6. Sixthly,The juſtice of God does demanſtrate 
the immortality of our ſouls, and the certainty of 
a life to come. God he is the great Governor of 
heaven and earth, and he will rule the people 
righteouſly 3 and therefore though according to 
the infinite vaſtneſs and: comprehenſion of di- 
vine providence, which aQs in a far larger Sphere 
than our narrow underſtandings are aware of: ſin- 
may in this world go unpuniſhed, and untaken 
notice of, yet the' wiſdom of God muſt be ſup- 

oſed to have laid ſuch a train of cauſes, that eye- 
ry thing ſhall unavoidably be hal'd unto that ſtate 
which of right belongs unto it : -And ſoonet or 
later, all the world muſt fee that the Judge of 
heaven andearth will do righteouſly.I might pur- 
ſane thisargument by many conſiderations; as firſt, 
that humane Judicatories, are inſufficient diſpen- 
{ersof rewards and puniſhments, becauſe ſome 
{ins fall not under their cenſure or cogyizance,and 
many wickedneſles are cloſely pradtis'd, which 
never betray the Anthor, and wickednels ſome- 

— times puts on the habit and garb of vertue, and fo . 

goes unpuniſhed and unſuſpected 3 and humane 
Judicatories are ſubje&to miſtake,and ſentenceis 
not always paſtupon the guilty, and they arelia- 
ble to be brib'd,& 96, Wh {ell away righte- 


ouſnels, '& barter juſtice for a preſent or a friend, 
C 3 and 


(20) 

and power and greatne(s does juſtifie wicked- 
neſs, and (ets it to far above the reach of puniſh- 
ment,thatit ranks it in the order of vertues. Now - 
ſecondly, Does Divine Providence make any c- 
qual diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments 
here in this world ? Joſeph is caſt into priſon, Fob 
ſpoiFd of his children and goods, Jeremy put into 
the dungeon, John Baptift beheaded, and the in- 
nocent Lamb of God condemn'd and crucified for 
e Malcfaor, Religion is contemn'd and perſe. 
cuted, innocence wronged and oppreft,and wick- 
edneſs exalted, and indelpight of God, and {corn 
of goodneſs, drives its plows, and makes long fur- 
rows upon the backs of the righteous : and thus it 
hath been in all placesand ages of the world; but 
certainly if God be juſt, we muſt conclude, Veri- 
 Iy thereis a reward for the righteous, doubtleſs 
there is a God that judgeth the earth, and lome- 
where or other, fin ſhall be puniſhed, and vertue 
and goodnels countenanc'd and rewarded; which 
ſeeing it is not in this world, it muſt be in that 

which is to come : To'which purpole, you ma 
tinde$. Paularguing, a Theſff. 1.6,7. I may adde 
thirdly, To be truely yertuous and good, is a 
matter of very great pains and difliculty, # «3 
Hirateal nregito itnxer, he that will be truly vertuous, 
muſt take pains and ſweat for ir. The way of vice 
's 


15 mheile vai wy pnpO, d ſmooth, bat the path 

to vertue and picty, a ei nts, NArFOW and rug- 
ged, 622g) x63 HXO> TOs ver Surks, xa Tpuzvs »3x;am, trucand 
real vertue and goodnets, 1t dwells upon a high 
and ſteep hill, anditisa-great way thither, and 
we ſhall meet with many thornsand pricksafore 
weclimb its top, and arriveto any conſiderable 
attainments of it. A man muſt labour much with 
his own heart, and curb his own will, and wound 
and kill himſelf,” and” crofs this own defires and 
inclinations beſides the reproaches of tongues 
ſet on firefromHell, and the anguiſh of mind, to 
{ee the baſe and unworthy tempers of men inthe 
management of the affairs of the world. Indeed 
Religion in the truth and reality of it, isa work 
of (o great difficulty, that without an extraordi» 
nary aſſiſtance from heaven, and a certain hope 
and expeQation of fatugebleilednels, no man 
would ever take the pajtis to be good. Nor can 
it be ſaid, that Vertne it {elf is a ſuthictent reward; 
for though its true, there is infinite delight and 
complacency, and fatisfation of minde in a-mans 
atings, as becomes him, and according to his con- 
ſcience ; yet this inward-pleature ariſes from that 
hope that ſuch a tenor of life does adminiſter of 
fature happineſs. The pleaſure of Vertue and Re- 
ligion, eſpecially while we are yet 1n the vo 
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and proſecution of it, is the aſſurance that itgives 
of the care and prote&ion of heaven, and that 
God will favour and rewardit 3 without which 
hope, the ſatisfation in a naked and unregarded 
vertue would not be conſiderable;and toſay that 
the preſent pleaſure that this hope adminiſters is 
reward enough, is a piece of mockery, that does 
not become the Majefty and nes of God in 
a matter of ſo great concernment. This Argument 
S. Paul does largely urge, to-prove a bleſſed Re- 
ſurre&ion, x Cor. 15. 15,30,32. Wherefore upon 
the whole we muſt reſolve, that the juſtice and 
. righteouſneſs of God does require another ſtate, 
where every. one ſhall go to his proper place, and 
receive the doom that of right belongs unto him. 

7. Seventhly,” The goodneſs of God evinces the 
ſouls immortality.Goodnels,it is the fountain and 
original from whence we ſprang and the great 
defign of God in giving being to his creatures, it 
was to bring them forth into an actual poflefiion 
of that life and happineſs which they are capa- +: 
ble of-- This infinite goodnels it is, that brought 
us out of the dark and. filent grave of nothing- 
neſs, into the light of betog and life ; this is the 
tender Mother, that folds the whole creation in 
its loving arms, that gives being unto every beaſt 
of the field, and-bird of heaven, and fiſh of the 


ſea, 
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ſea, & to every the leaſt contemptible worm that 
creeps upon the face of the earth, that' theymay 
all enjoy that life and happineſs which is proper 
unto their natures. This is that tender Nurſe, 
that feeds the Ravens, and hears the young Lions 
when they roar after their prey. This infinite 
Goodneſs it is, that ſendeth the ſprings into the 
valleys, which run amongſt the hills, and give 
drink to every beaſt of the field, wherewith the 
wilde Aſſes quench their thirſt ; ſhe cauſeth the 
gra(s to grow, and herb for the uſe of man, and 
wine that makethglad the heart of man, and oyl 
to make his face to ſhine , and bread':which 
ſtrengthneth mans heart. *Tis ſhe hath planted 
| the Cedars of Lebanon, and all the trees of the 
forreſt, for the birds to make their neſts, and to 
ſing among the branches ; ſhe hath made the 
high hills a refuge for the wilde Goats; and the 
rocks for the Conies. This is that infinite Good- 
neſs, and both earth, and ſea, and all the capaci- 
ties of . immenſe and infinite ſpacesare full of its 
riches. How can it then be preſum'd, that this 
infinite and unbounded love, ſhould create ſuch 
noble principles as the fouls of men are, meerly 
to ſee the light of a fading and miſerable life, 
and then to remand them back into their firſt no- 
thing : It cannot be,that God ſhould fo far abule 
| his. 
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his creatures, that ſo brave a tlimg ſhould periſh 
ſo tuddenly : It cannot be that God ſhould ſhew 
us what we are capable of, and delude us with 
vain taſtes of life and happineſs, and then let us 
drop into nothing again, when as if he fo pleas'd, 
we might as eafily ſurvive unto eternal ages. 
Alas} if there be no being beyond this, itis not 
worth the while to have hv'd ; and when a man 
thinks: of the vaſtneſs of an mfinite duration, 
and compares with it the few moments of this 
earthly lite, and the troubles and miferies of it, 
if it could be propounded to him, as matter of 
his choice, he would not think it worth the while 
to be upon fuch ſorry tearms : It is moredefira- 
ble to dye from the womb, and give up the 
ghoſt when we come out of the belly, tobe as 
an: untmcly birth, as Infants that never fee 
bght, than to be exposd to the vanities, and 


hazards, and mnſerics of a ſhort and dying life, 


and foto be ſent back agam into an eternal no- 
thing; this were to be created to be dodg'd, 
and abuſed, and deladed, which is unworthy 
of that Infinite Goodneſs, to which we owe our 
beings : Neither will this Ominipotent love pre- 
ſerve us onely in being, but will likewiſe re. 
ward all our fincere, though weak endeavours 
after him; for Goodnefs is a perfeftion tran- 
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ſcendent.to Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, and-ac&ts 
not-upon thoſe penurious and parſimonious prin- 
ciples of what the creature deſerves, but what . 
it. is. capable..of, and what is agreeable. to its 
own fulneſs.Qoodnefls, ts very .natureis to diffuſe 
it ſelf, and do all the good that lies1n its power, 
and its pregnancy and fecundity isſuch, ; that it is 
akinde of painand/bprthen unto it, not to meet 
with. capable ſubjeQs ,to; cmpty ., and {pend it 
{elf upon;, Gogdneſs is a principle of the great- 
eſt magnificence in_ the world, . and does all 
things nobly,, and hath nothing of want. or en- 
vy,. that-ſhquld. tgmpe it to cloſe, its hand,. or 
be, ſparing and che d, in the beſtowing of 
its. boons and largeſiles: Wherefore fo ſure as 
there is a God in Heaven, and the nature of this 
God is goodneſs; {o.{ure a foungation:is the ime 
mortality of our ſonls'built and eſtabliſhe upon ; 
and asimpoſlible as it is to. fathom :the capaci- 
ties of our own.natures, or the depths and abyſs 
of Divine Goodneſs, ſo impoſſible it isto make 
any. preſages of the vyaſtne(s ,of that: bliſs. and 
glory 'whecewith the.exuberancy of the Divine © 
Grace and Love will overflow every pious and 
faithful ſoul, | | 


« . - 


$. Eighthly; The.inward ſenſe ofevery good 
man,.. bears witneſs: to the ſouls immortality : 
| 2 This 
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This is a truth, that may indeed be evinced by. 
the ſtrength of reaſon, but a good man that ts 
renewed ito the Image, and likeneſs of Cod, 
and made partaker of a Drvme Nature, thong 4 
he cannot make Syllogilms, and{tbtle and: Mex | 
taphyſical Diſcourſes, or dexterouſly manage 
his Medinms and Argymehts ; ;. yet he firmly'be< 
lieyes the” conclafion, and the Hoek ſenſe of 
his minde, does £ Fre Him irreftagable' aſfſaratice 
of it, and he fees it 19 a cleat and intuitive 
light, '© dlebd; 5 417 Grfn, 17 Hr eu afh amr I drdjas ava "oxtGr" 
OT AT, "1511 te pul dy one, Phe. Em: 4. T 5 4+ E. 45. 
A good man pore 'whither* he ought, and- he 
have afore he departs where he amſt- make 
his abode, when he is gone ; and he Hopes 
well, that it will be with God and his Hol 
Angels faid that excellent Philoſopher.” God 
"knows" will never ſuffer his own ' dear 
le eo vanifh into nothing, and whileſt he +s 
here, he converſes in another world, and has 
many. antepaſts of cternity , and is taken up - 
Into the Mountain of Viſions, and hath a proc 
fpet of the Heavenly Canazn; he is lodg'd in" 
the Suburbs of the new Fernſelem, and with 
the eye of faith, he has a dark view of the 
beanries and' plories of that celeſtial City; and 


thongh tis but fictle that he fees, yet he ſees 
lo . 
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.fo much, as mables him to: make' gueſſes-and 
conjectures of a brave''and excellent "ate; 
and a fire from Heaven enkindles his foul, and 
carries it up to its own Regions and: he be- 


gins not to count his Pedigree from arty earth- >, 


Iy ſtock, nor to eſtimate himſelf by his Terre- 
ſtrial relations and dependencies, but claims kin- 
dred with .the Angels, and alliance with the 
Sons of God, and' hopes for a portion-and'in- 
heritance / amonpſÞ und conciades., as 
Manoahs Wife td when the Angel aſcended in 
. the flame of the Altar, If the' Lord bad re- 
folwed to have kill d ns, or ' fend us out of be- 
ing, he would' not ſhew us all theſe things, nor 
would he have told ns ſuch things  #c © theſe; 
Dejnnne 3ai ©p6% azxabic bein les Vx os "ry hrotle paf hi 03 ett Ori apy ud 
IN ardfu 8 omit). 8c. Plot. En. 4. 1,7. 6. 10: 
where we finde much more. excellently dif- 
courſed to this parpole:-  True' Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs '*are Divine effluxes, and of*an un- 
periſhable nature; and'where ever they reſide, 
are abundant evidences'of 'a/bleſſed immorta- 
lity.-- And if there: ſhould” be -no ſuch fature 


-. Rate, God muſt be ſuppos'd '{o to have con- 


trivd the. nature of man, that the beſt and 
holieſt men, and that are in the faireſt diſpo- 
ſition for truth, ſhould be moſt Hable to'be- 
D 2 deceived 
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deceived, in things ;of the'-higheſt moment, 
which 1s not confiſtent, either with the Divine 
Goodneſs or Veracity. : 

| Theſe are the Arguments that Reaſon does 
miniſter of -the immortality of qur fouls, and 
the certainty ,of a [futyre- ſtate : But becauſe 
all 'mens -mindes are;not capable of the ſubtle- 
ties of reaſon, and it, 1n it ſelf, ts a lubricous 
arid,ancertain thing; and; there are few things 
in the| world, but may be dilpated with ſome 
probability ion either fide, and. all'men are not 
ſo judicious to weigh things ſo curiouſly , as 
to, be able to. caſt. the ſcales on 'that- fide, 
where there is the. great. ſtrength of Argyu- 
ment ; -but the generallity of men- are apt to 


be impos'd: upon. by: ſhews and probabilities, 
and a {fmilitude; or alluſion ,, or ſome flouriſh. 


of popular Rhethorick ; that argues nothing, ' 


(ball ;prevail, more with them, than the ſevereſt 
demonſtration. Wherefore to ſecure mankind 
from being deluded in a;point of ſo great con- 
cernment, Jeſus Chriſt -he hath given us full 
aſſurance of this truth,. and by-his RefurreQi- 
on from the dead; and' his promiſes, and his 
threatnings, and infinite and undeniable evi- 
dences, ' hath brought life and immortality to light 
.« through tbe Goſpel, ' 

booieb..f Many 
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Many inferences might - be built upon this 
Diſcourſe, but moſt of them I ſhall but name”: 
Firft, Then are all thoſe deſigns very in- 
CO that look not beyond this preſent 
ife. | | 
Secondly, Then are we not to judge of 
loye or hatred by any thing that is under the 
Sun. y 
Thirdly, Thengonght we to be cofiter} 
with our portion here , becauſe whatever it 
be, if we behave our ſelves in it, as becomes 


\ us, it may prove matter of reward hereat- 


ter. | 
Fourthly , Then is every- a&ion of our lives 


xyery conſiderable, becauſe the vertue of it, - 


either for good or evil, reaches into another 
world. 

Fifthly, Then it concerns us to provide for 
the future ſubſiſtence of+-our ſouls. 

$ixthly, Then let us underſtand our own 
worth and dignity, and. not debaſe our ſelves 


| below that rank and degree wherein God hath 


plac'd us. There were two -Inſcriptions at the 
Temple of Delphos, **. Thou art; and 13s owt; 
Know thy ſelf : By the firſt, they that did ap- 
proach to worſhip there, did acknowledge the 


being of God, and by the ſecond, the _—_ 
| 7 
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did admoniſh .them to underſRand” themſelves , 
 and*+the excellency and immortality” of their 
own ſouls, as Plutarchand others have expound- 


edit. Let us teach the things of this viſible 


world to keep their bounds, and know their di- 
ſtance; let us maintain that Dominion and So- 
veraignty that God hath inveſted us with, and 
not ſuffer that which we are made to rule over,” 
to become .our Lords and Maſters ; let us not 
be brought under the power of any thing, nor 
ſell our. birth-right tor a mels of pottage. Iam 
not inviting you to any vain-lelf-pleafing in a 


fond conceit of that prerogative that God hath 


conferr'd npon, man, . over the reſt of the Crea-' 


_ tion; but if we would ſhew'our ſelvesto be Lords 
indeed, over all the beaſts ef the field, and fiſh 
of the ſea, and birds of Heaven , let us then 
rule over all the motions and: paſſions of that 
animal and bruitiſh life, which is within cus, 
and ſuffer the true Adam, Jeſus Chriſt in our 
ſouls, to command over all the affections and 
defares of .our animal and carthly man. This is 
to give a true ſpecimen of the nobleneſs and 
gallantry of our ſpirits, this 1s to a& as becomes 
that Divine principle that God hath endowed 
us with; but manthat is born in honour (as every 
man 1s according to the degree of his Creation) 

and 
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and underftandeth nor, is become like the beaſt 
that periſh. wy | 

Seventhly, Then onght we not to ſorrow for 
our'departed friends, as' thoſe which have no 
hope : Death; *cis not the arnihilation of our be» 
ings, tis but drawing 'a Sable Curtain, and lay- 
ingus to ſleep in a bed of duſt, from whence we 
ſhall ſoon awake into a long and never ending 
life. This world it is- indeed the Region of 
death ; for the foul, which is really the 'man, 
truly and 'properly_ never dies, but death in 


.reſpe& of it, is nothing elſe but the laying a 


ſleep ſome of 1ts faculties, and awakening others 
into at: Now when'we come ito thts body, 
as the Plantal and Animal faculties are awaken'd 
in us, fo thoſe that are more divine and intel- 
equal, are for a time alto and during 
our whole abode here, 1 rear meaſare 
ſopited , and laid afleep, which are awaken'd 
again, when we are Toofned from this earthly - 
age and 'Prifon; and accordingly it was rare- 
ly well fpoken by Heraclitns that myſterions 
Philofopher, Lopluw Þ cater Soinaler, mMricaulu 5 XY nibey Bilv, 
We live, fays he, the death of Angely and ſepa- 
rate Spirits, and are dead to their life: And 
by Enriptdes that excellent Comediah, >: av i. 
ol 2 hw aariir 18 1960daniry 226 FY Ho dn tell whether to 
live, 
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live,. be not to dye; and to dye, to Tive? And. 


when we ſay, a man is dead, the Angels and 
immortal Inhabitants of the upper Regions, they 
| fay, a man is born, and they beſt know what it 
is to live. And the Chriſtians: of old, they 
ſpake in this Angelical . dialect, and call'd the 
deaths of the Martyrs their Natalitia, their birth« 

We muſt therefore: correc; the 1mproprieties 
of our Janguage, and; not ſay we are hereaf- 
ſembled to celebrate the-Funerals, but to com- 


memorate the , Birth -of our departed friend ; 


the bird of Paradiſe is uncag'd, and the Pilgrim is 
return'd to, his long home. He 1s gone to the 
general Rendezvouz of ſouls, and the Regions 


of immortal Spirits, and we are now met to 


congratulate his happineſs, and welcome himto 
his Countrey ; or (according to our forms. of 
ſpeech.) to give: him our long farewel , ito fo- 
lemnize his Obſequies, to commit the Reliques 
of: Mortality to: their Mother Earth, and the 
duft from whence they. came,to drop a tear.,upon 
his grave, and open a. box. of {pices, and em+ 
_baluv his memory, that he may live among us in 
his: great name, an:image ofthe real. immorta- 
lity he enjoys, above;;. . Dioderns. Siculus:tells 
us 1n bis hiſtory, that it was a;cuſtom;ameng the 
Egyptians, 
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Egyptians, that when a great perſon dyed, be» 
fore the Funeral Rites were performed /the 
Prieſt in a general Aſſembly of the people, gave 
a ſummary account of his life and aGtions 3 and 
weighed his good and evil deeds in an equal 
ballance 3 and if the number of his vices were 
reateſt, he then was not allowed the honour 
of burial ; but if his vertues exceeded, no cir- 
cumſtance was omitted that might endear his 
memory, and-report his praiſes:' Weare little - 
concern'd mm: the frailties _ imperfe&ions of 
the deceaſed ; whatever t ey were, we hope 
God hath caſt them behinde him into the depth - 
of the fea, never, to riſe to; his condemnation, 
andit becomes us to throw-a veil upon them, *- 
and' bury themin an eternal ſilence; bur what 
was in him- noble, and vertuons, it concerns us 
to remember, becauſe we ate 'concern'd to imi- 
tate. it. He was'of: Noble extradtion , and of 
noble accompliſhments , his family receiv'd 'in 
him” a new addition of title, but in his name 
and- memory, a greater encreaſeof realhonour : 
He: had a great wit, and a large underſtanding, 
a deep infight into men and things > yet was 
not converſant in the little arts of craftand ſubtil- 
ty, that fly and {neaking - the — 
nn - 


_ 


\ *” 


- 09 
of guilt and weakneſs, that puts on vizors and dif-, 
guiles,andaQs under ground, and in the dark,and 
practiſes fuch ways of circumvention. and unhand- 
fome artifices of deceit , as: are altogether ab- 
horrent from that candor and ſincerity, that be- 
comes the. breaſts of all great and noble Per- 
ſonages. His excellent wit was grac'd with a 

' rare temper, and {weetneſs of humour, which 
is the great thing that renders converſation plea- 
fant and agreeable. His friends and dependants, 
and all that knew'hbim, are fo many witneſles of . 
the generofity and largeneſs of his heart, a 

ike property, which makes great men Gods 
upon. earth :-:Like the San, he diſpers'd his rays 
freely, and:they were not afew that liv'd warm-. 
ly and comfortably under his influence. He was 
of fuch honourable princples, and had fo much 
of bravery. and-gallantry im his diſpoſition, that 
he could not be tempted to any thing that was 
baſe of unworthy, or perfwade himlclf to ferve 
his ewn ends by anothersruine; and no defign 
pleas'd him, that tended to his neighbours pre- 
zudice-z :not like thoſe aſpiring Lncifers, that 
think any. means lawful, if the end be power 
and greatncls. He cnter'd carly upon the tage 
of aQtion, and greatemployment > He no ſooner 


writ 
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writ man, than he wasa Souldier, a Commander, 


a General: The very. Commiſſion for fo cou 
cerning a truſt, is an ample teſtimony of his va- 
lour, wiſdom, and faithiulneſs;. which he verifi- 
ed afterward by . his honourable difcharge-of it: 
But the geeat proof he made was inthe 'year, 
1649. when loyalty was become a crime, 'bes- . 
cauſe' unproſperous; and facceſs had: adopted 
Treafon and Rebellion into the: family of Ver. 
tue and Refigion. 'When'one brave King was 
made a Martyr, and abother a Conſeffor, when 
by the guilt: and avarice, cruelty and ambition 
of a prevailing faQion in England; Allegiance 
and. Fidelity to- our -Sbvcraign| was: enacted 
Treaſon ; and by the zeal of the Kirk of Scot- 
land, -in effe& voted Herelic, and a fin deforving 
an Anatbema; when. otir. King wasan'exile ina 
ſtrange Countrey , and all his Forces by Sca 
and Land in the power of his cnemies} when 
by a faithful adherence' to the Royal: Intereſt, 
no other reward' could be expected; but-that 
of a good conſaence ;;'and: a' ſenſe i of doing 
worthily; when the affairs of His Majeſtie were 
in theſe evil circumſtances, then did: this: loy+ 
al Subje&, to the apparent hazard of his life and 
fortunes, eſpouſe this quarret:"; Atihis: firſt das 
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claring of his purpoſes, he met with perſecati- 
on at home, and the Presbytery denounce 
Judgement againſt him, for joyning with Ma- 
| lignants that blaſphemed the Covenant ; and 
receiving | his: Commands from my Lord of Or- 
mond, who' was guilty of ſo great a crime, as 
to'be ani'avoucked maintainer. of Prelacy., and 
retain'd\ the. old Engliſh Liturgie: in his publick 
Devotions And :they commanded their people 
not fo muchas to ſpeak: favourably of ' him, or 
pay- contribution towards the maintenance of 
his: Army :- And at laſt they proceed to curle 
andiexcommanicate him ; {o neer a kinarea Con» 
ſiRory; and/the Conclave; for though they' be 
oppdſite enough in other things, yet they both 
agree in that: which! is the moſt eſſential Cha- 
racer/-of ' Antichriftianiſw, to.-uſurp upon the 
the Conlviences: of inen;:and ſet: up themſelves 
above Kings and iGovernours, and every thing 
that" 1s called: God; and diſpoſe of Crowns and 
Scepters, .and* reduce all- matters to their cog- 
airadce,p by:a diſtintion which - is common to 
bort Charches,iTz 'ordine'ad ſpiritualia” 1 need 
not tell yon the 'conſequence of this engage- 
ment-::he/iſtack cloſe to his Loyalty, and the 
ateceſt! of his Prince, to the loſs: of, his eſtate, 
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and exile of his perſon, and. danger of his life; and 


His Majeſty after His happy Reſtaurarion, con- 
ſidered his ſervices; and his ſufferings, and 
rewarded them with an -Honourable Employ- 
ment in. the Iriſh Army, beſides many other 
teſtimonies of His favour. + I ſhould injure his 
memory, if I ſhould ler” paſs in filence his zeal 
and cordial affeQion for, the Church of Eng- 
land, which was a, pledge. of -the: ingenuity 
of his ſpirit , and oreatnels of his judgement, 
that his reaſon ſhould prevail above the preju- 
dice of his education, :;Jt is an- argument he 
weighed things, impartially , which .whoeyes 
does, I car't but. belieye, he. may .cafily. be 
perſwaded to conformity': For my own part, I 


- have conſidered the Confeflions,and Creeds, and 


terms of Communion propounded by the ſeveral 
Churches of Chriſtendom, and I may truly. lay, 
with an indifferency of judgement, and when I 


had noother intereſt but that of truth ; and after 


all, I can make this fincere: profeſſion, that. I 
ſhould ſooner choote to- be of the, Communion 
of the Church of England , than any Church 
that I knowin the Chriſtian world ;; for though 
it requires conformity in ſome chings of exter- 


nal worſhip, yer they. are, to ſpeak the leaſt of , 
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them, fo harmleſs and innocent, fo undeter- 
min'd by any Law of God, and fo much in 
the diſpoſition of lawful Authority, that it is a 
wonder to me, that wiſe and ſober men ſhould 
ever raiſe any controverfie about them : But 
in matters of opinion, where the minde and un- 
derſtanding is concernd, which is not in a mans 
own power to command, and can be ſubje@ to 
no other di&ates, and impoſitions, but thoſe of 
infallible revelation, the Church of Exgland does 
here allow ſo fair a latitade, that a fober, and in- 

nuous ſpirit can hardly defire a greater, I am 
{ure he will no where elſe find nere fo much. 
Bat I heartily wiſh we may not reproach ſo ex- 
cellent a conſtitution, by any wickedneſs of life, 
and irregularity of converſation, which is the 
only argument that this great man complain'd he 
could not tell how to anſwer. 2. 

To conelude,if there be any credit to be giyen 
to real Demonſtrations, or general faine, or the 
particular knowledge of them that were about 
him, and convers'd moſt with him : He was a Per- 
ſon that rarely well diſcharg'd himfelf in all his 
relations, a Loyal Subje& to his Prince : a dutifal 
Sono the Chitrch, a worthy Patriot to his Coun- 

-- try; a tender and*affefFionate Husband to his 
EX= 
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excellent Ladies, real and faithful to his friend ; 
merciful and compaſſionate towards his Tenants, 
free and charitable to the poor, courteous and 
obliging to all, in a word, juſt and righteous, 
noble and honourable in all his ations. 

If after all, any ſhall tell nie that he was a man 
and lapſible, and {ubjeft to the inadvertencies 
and weakneſſes of humane nature.F anſwer ſhore- 
ly, T have not yet faid he was a Cod, but where 


. wecarpe at his deficiencies, let us beſure not to 


fail our ſelves, but practiſe the ſeverity and ex- 
actneſs of a Chriffias life, that at -hſt, with this 
our Brother and all the ele& of God, we 
may-come to partake of that bleſſed life and im- 
mortality, which Chriſt hath brought to lighe 
through the Goſpel. Unto which bleſſed State,&c. 


-FINIS. 
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